Architectural Medals! 
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It’s time for another thematic upload—this time focusing upon, for the most part, the 
architectural mastery of Jacques Wiener. Before he began his massive series of 
architectural medals that highlighted famous edifices across Europe (and produced in a 
59mm format), he designed a series of 10 slightly smaller medals (50mm) that focused 
solely upon various churches from his native Kingdom of Belgium. These medals 
featured the overall style that he would later employ again, with intricate exterior views on 
the obverse, and seemingly even more intricate interior views on the reverse. Around this 
time, other engravers began pushing the limits of the medal, with highly refined 
architectural renderings being produced by Hart in Belgium, Davis in England, Bianchi in 
Italy, and Wilkens in Germany. 


While preparing this upload, we happened to visit a market that had some interesting 
sculpted-like figures adorning the exterior... 


These made me instantly think of numerous medals in this very upload, as many of the 
churches and cathedrals feature similar sculpted figures embellishing the pillars of their 
interiors. For example, there is the Cathedal of St. Saveur at Bruges... 


that of St. Rombaut at Mechelen... 


or even the Church of St. Martin at Ypres... 


Pillar embellishments or not, the examples from this series all feature intense reverses in 
particular, as the following pieces show: 


Church of St. Jacques at Liége... 


Cathedral of St. Aubain at Namur... 


and the Notre-Dame Cathedral at Tournai... 


Saueeccema= >, 


Meanwhile, for some of the contemporary efforts in this field, here is a German example 
by Wilkens capturing similar exterior and interior views of St. Peter’s Church at Hamburg, 
with this example graded PCGS SP-63... 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of this 
newsletter. We will be back again at the beginning of May with another varied selection of 
quality art and historical medals. 


You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 


Share on social 
Pleasanton, Calif 


+1 (717) 917-0047 £) Xx @ 


Check out our website GC) 


